21

SUNDAY MAY 15 2022
SU

‘It’s not rape
if it took
place in NZ’
EXCLUSIVE
CYDONEE MARDON
AN Australian sailor drugged and
violently raped while on exchange
with the Royal New Zealand Navy is
furious her complaint was never
investigated because it was “outside
the jurisdiction”.
The woman, who can only be
identified as Jennifer, reported the
rape to a superior officer on the
RNZN ship the day after it happened
at Sembawang port in Singapore in
2007, only to be warned she would
be sent home to Australia and
known forever as “the girl who got
raped”.
Years later, when she found the
courage to report the sexual assault,
she was notified by the Commonwealth Ombudsman that the case
was “outside its jurisdiction”.
“What leaves me feeling the most
betrayed is the one paragraph email
back saying it was out of jurisdiction.
I was so gutted,” Jennifer told The
Sunday Telegraph.
As a “dingo” on exchange to a
Royal New Zealand Navy ship Jennifer was invited to drink with the
seniors. Unwilling to offend, the 26year-old agreed to ‘a few beers’.
“I had only drunk two beers, I
know, because I don’t like beer,” Jennifer recalled. “Events grew hazy
from there which is why I know my
drink was spiked.
“One of the seniors said I looked
like I should go back to the ship and
asked if I wanted a taxi back. I said
yyes,, I knew somethingg was wrongg
even if I couldn’t pinpoint what.”
Jennifer’s next recollection

Prison assault
PARAMEDICS were called to the Mid
North Coast Correctional Centre at
Kempsey just before 9pm on Thursday to
reports a man had been assaulted.
Two NSW Ambulance road crews
attended and assessed the prisoner.
A spokesman said he was suffering
multiple lacerations to his head and face.
The patient was taken to Port Macquarie Base Hospital in a serious but
stable condition. A Corrective Services
NSW spokesman said staff responded to
an assault of a 29-year-old man.
NSW Police were notified.
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was being in a taxi and her attacker
reaching up her skirt.
“I was having trouble speaking or
controlling my limbs and was unable
to make him stop,” she said.
“I tried to ask the driver where we
were going because the ship wasn’t
that far away and we should have
reached it already but I couldn’t
make myself understood. At this
point I believe I passed out.”
Her recollection of events comes
in flashes.
“I remember being naked on a
bed and rolled onto my chest. The
next memory I have is of him grabbing my hair and forcing my head
down and saying: ‘Choke on it white
bitch’. That is my only other memory until I woke up naked, covered in
vomit, semen and urine.
“I eventually managed to turn the
shower on, remember burning myself and then using just cold water. I
got dressed and left, asking the front
desk if they could get me a taxi.”
The next day Jennifer reported
what had happened to her supervisor. “He said he had heard I went
to a hotel with the senior sailor willingly and said he wouldn’t tell my
husband,” she said.
“I explained that I had been
drugged and that I thought I was
getting a taxi back to the ship.
“He said that if I report it I would
be sent home to Australia and
known forever as the girl who got
raped. He said this would be a very
hard thing for my husband to live
with because how would anyone
know it was rape when I was shitfaced.”
Jennifer didn’t
push furdid
ther and for the next nine
years kept the
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the assault suppressed.
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The former sailor drugged and raped while on exchange with the New Zealand Navy ship Te Mana (below).
health. Jennifer finally decided to report other instances of abuse suffered during her career in the Navy,
including sexual discrimination, bastardisation and sexual harassment.
She believed the ADF had a duty
of care to address the fact that her
supervisor on the RNZN ship
actively dissuaded her from reporting being raped.
Jennifer received a reply one year
later, saying what she had experienced did not meet the threshold for
“the most serious forms of abuse”
and not addressing the supervisor’s
refusal to report her rape.
Former army officer turned lawyer, Glenn Kolomeitz, (pictured left
with Kay Danes) said: “For Defence

and the Ombudsman to deny their
duty of care to a woman veteran on
jurisdictional grounds is disingenuous and serves to demonstrate
exactly how ineffectual these internal systems really are.”
Human rights law advocate Kay
Danes said the endless bureaucratic

barriers that survivors like Jennifer
encounter often makes the journey
towards healing impossible, “hence
the high incidences of suicide risk
and self-harm, which are likely far
higher than what’s reported”.
The Defence Minister was contacted for comment.

Amber had a secret romance with an AFL player
FIONA BYRNE

Amber Heard.

AN AFL player has been
revealed as a secret confidant
of Amber Heard during her
time in Australia in 2017.
Former Gold Coast Suns
and Hawthorn player Mitch
Hallahan is believed to have
forged a close friendship with
the Hollywood bombshell
after a chance encounter in
The Garden Bar at The Star
on the Gold Coast in 2017.

Heard was living on the
Gold Coast for much of that
year while filming the blockbuster superhero flick Aquaman alongside Jason Momoa.
Hallahan was at a private
function at The Star venue in
April or May 2017 with teammates while the cast and crew
of the film Aquaman were at a
separate function.
The two groups ended up
mingling and, so the story
goes, Hallahan was among

several players introduced to
Heard.
The pair struck up a close
friendship and are rumoured
to have briefly dated after
Heard’s relationship with
Elon Musk ended around
August that year.
“It was purely organic and
by chance over a glass of red
wine,” one source said of the
connection the pair made.
Heard was “intelligent,
charismatic and caring,” the

source said, adding that several Gold Coast Suns players
met her through Hallahan
during her time on the Gold
Coast and were dazzled by her
easy charm and style.
Rumours swirled in the
media at the time that Heard
had a firm friendship with a
Gold Coast based footballer.
Hallahan, however, was
never named as the player
and the rumoured romance
was never confirmed.

