A 30 Year Campaign to Honour the Fallen
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OPEN LETTER

12 JUNE 2026

To everyone who has supported the Killed-In-Service campaign over the past 30 years.

As we reach the 30-year mark since 12 June 1996, | want to sincerely thank each of you who has
stood with us, quietly or publicly, consistently or when you could, through what has become a long,

difficult and, at times, exhausting fight for simple fairness.

Lest We Forget: Honouring Those Killed in Service — Black Hawk Accident, 12 June 1996

Today, 12 June, marks the 30th anniversary of the Black Hawk accident of 12 June 1996 and the
commencement of our Killed-In-Service campaign. We pause to honour the praiseworthy service
and selfless sacrifice of those who lost their lives. Their duty is done, but their service endures in
our nation’s memory, and in the enduring gratitude and sorrow carried by all who remember them.

May their legacy be recognised, respected, and remembered always.

ROLL OF HONOUR
1 Squadron (SASR)

Captain Timothy Stevens Sergeant Hugh Ellis

Corporal Michael Bird Corporal Andrew Constantinidis
Corporal Darren Oldham Corporal Brett Tombs

Lance Corporal Gordon Callow Lance Corporal Glen Hagan
Lance Corporal David Johnstone Trooper Jonathon Church
Trooper David Frost Trooper Timothy McDonald

152 Signal Squadron (SASR)

Corporal Mihran Avedissian Corporal Darren Smith Signalman Hendrik Peeters

5th Aviation Regiment

Captain John Berrigan Captain Kelvin Hales Corporal Michael Baker
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HONOURING THE FALLEN

On 12 June 1996, two Black Hawk helicopters collided during a nighttime counter-terrorism training
exercise near Townsville, Queensland, killing 18 soldiers from 1 Squadron SASR and 5th Aviation
Regiment. In the aftermath, bravery and service at the accident site were recognised for some, but
in the absence of any formal process there was no individual medallic recognition for those who
were injured or Killed-In-Service. Out of that gap, out of that injustice, this campaign began: the
belief that ultimate sacrifice should be formally recorded on an ADF member’s medal set to
conclude their record of service, and that those killed in service should not be left without
appropriate national recognition simply because they died outside declared warlike operations.

Over three decades, many governments have come and gone. Yet despite repeated advocacy,
sustained community backing, and the weight of evidence and principle behind our case, successive
governments have failed to take the action required to properly recognise ultimate sacrifice on the
members’ medal set.

In 2022, the Defence Honours and Awards Tribunal recommended the establishment of new
forms of recognition, including a Memorial Clasp (Killed-In-Service) to recognise the service-
related death of a veteran. That recommendation should have been a turning point, an opportunity
to finally do what is right and overdue. Instead, we have continued to face delay, deflection, and
inaction.

It is now 2026, and we are still waiting. | also need to say plainly that Minister Matt Keogh has
“DROPPED THE BALL” on the Tribunal’s strong recommendation, with his repeated response “the
matters are being considered.” Meanwhile, the families and supporters of those Killed-In-Service
are left in limbo, as the years pass and the sacrifices of the fallen are forgotten.

To those brave Australians Killed-In-Service, those whose lives ended while serving their country, |
am deeply sorry that we have not yet been able to secure the approvals needed to properly honour
your sacrifice, in the way you deserve. Recognition should have come sooner. You should never
have been forced into a category of administrative inconvenience. You were serving. You paid the
highest price. And you should be recognised accordingly.

To all supporters: thank you again for your loyalty, your advocacy, and your refusal to let this be
forgotten. This milestone is not just a date on the calendar, it is a reminder of what happened, what
has not been done, and what still must be done.

With sincere gratitude,

WO1 (Ret’d) Kerry Danes, CSM

Founder of the Killed-In-Service Campaign
PO Box 391

Capalaba Qld 4157
www.defencelivesmatter.com
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2022 Defence Honours and Awards Tribunal

“We have concluded that it is timely, if not
incumbent, for Australia to initiate such an
expression of its gratitude to members and
their families.

. In the attached report we detail our
.. proposal for what we believe to be a
principled scheme for providing that
recognition for service-related death and
serious wounding, injury or disease.

We believe it would provide a tangible and readily recognisable expression of national gratitude for
the sacrifice of ADF members killed or suffering a serious wound, injury or disease in or as a result
of their service and, quite separately, that of their families, and would do so in a way that allows
existing defence honours and awards to better “tell the story” of that service.

While this scheme may be unprecedented in some respects, we believe it to be justifiable and
achievable. We thus commend it to you and, through you, to the Government.”

Yours sincerely

b

Stephen Skehill
Chair
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David Ashley AM Rear Admiral James Goldrick AO CSC RAN (Retd)
Member Member/Consultant
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Josephine Lumb Jane Schwager AO
Member Member/Consuttant

Go to the Report: https://www.defencelivesmatter.com/killed-in-service
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