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Defence 
victims 
‘betrayed’ 
SEX assault victims again feel 
betrayed – this time by   the 
new Albanese government 
which has so far ignored their 
pleas for change, claiming if 
these attacks had happened to 
anyone working at Parliament 
House there would be outrage. 

Senator Jacqui Lambie has 
weighed in, calling on Labor 
to have a “collective spine” 
and clean out the rot in the 
Australian Defence Force.

Ten former ADF members 
have gone public with their 
story, hoping politicians will 
put an end to Defence investi-
gating itself in sexual assault 
and abuse cases. 

The Labor government 
brought hope to many victims 

who believed then Defence 
personnel shadow spokesman 
Shayne Neumann would fi-
nally be in a position as Minis-
ter to bring about change. 

However Mr Neumann 
was moved from the portfolio 
and so far Defence Minister 
Richard Marles and Defence 
Personnel and Veterans’ Af-
fairs Minister Matt Keogh 
have failed to respond to re-
quests for input into The Sun-
day Telegraph’s Uniform 
Justice campaign. 

Deborah Morris, a military 
researcher, advocate, and vic-
tim and survivor of military 
sexual trauma who spoke ear-
lier this year about being 
raped by a superior and the 
appalling way Defence han-
dled her complaints, said the 
silence was deafening. 

“Whilst public commen-

tators have argued that the 
election was decided on 
women’s issues and the im-
plementation of an indepen-
dent integrity commission, the 
silence from consecutive gov-
ernments on committing to 
meaningful change for mili-
tary sexual assault victims and 
survivors, as well as the estab-
lishment of a truly indepen-
dent military justice system is 
disheartening,” she said. 

“Defence arguably has dis-

proportionately higher rates 
of sexual assaults and harass-
ment against women than any 
other employer in Australia 
and the numbers continue to 
rise. 

“This is unacceptable given 
that Defence is a government 
department. 

“Victims of military sexual 
trauma often lose their ca-
reers, health, relationships, 
and future opportunities 
while alleged perpetrators are 

too often not investigated and 
then promoted. 

“Why are sexual assaults 
in Defence normalised com-
pared to civilian workplaces?” 

Senator Lambie said: “If 
this happened in Parliament 
House they’d be screaming 
blue murder. But it’s happen-
ing to hundreds of women 
who have served Australia in 
uniform and all we get is 
 resounding silence from gov-
ernments on both sides.”
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Advocate and survivor Deborah Morris Picture: Tara Croser.

NEW GOVERNMENT, SAME OLD SILENCE ON SEX ASSAULTS

PM Anthony Albanese re-
fused to commit to change 
when asked at a press confer-
ence about The Sunday Tele-
graph’s campaign, instead 
pointing to the Royal Com-
mission on veteran suicides 
which, he said, he had   cam-
paigned for in opposition. 

“Everyone deserves to feel 
safe in their workplace, 
women and men, and no-
where more than in our de-
fence forces,” he said. 

Why are sexual 

assaults in Defence 

normalised 

compared to 

civilian workplaces?

Deborah Morris

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

VALUATION SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR 

A FEE TO NON SELLERS

FOR ENQUIRES & HOME COLLECTION 

OF SUBSTANTIAL ITEMS, 

PLEASE PHONE 0418 125 817

WAR MEDALS &
MILITARIA WANTED
ALL MEDALS & MILITARY ITEMS

WANTED FOR PRESERVATION &

RESEARCH BY PRIVATE & PUBLIC

MUSEUMS & COLLECTIONS

DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL

($500+ BRITISH) ($1000+ AUSTRALIAN)

MILITARY MEDAL FOR BRAVERY-MM

($300+ BRITISH) ($500+ AUSTRALIAN)

WW1 MEDALS $50+ each medal, WW2

$20+ each medal AUST. DEATH

PLAQUE WW1 $100+ each, BOER War

STH AFRICA 1899-1902 $100+

EGYPT, CHINA, KOREA, VIETNAM,

LONG SERVICE, POLICE + FIRE

MEDALS PHOTOS, UNIFORMS, BADGES,

ALL ITEMS RELATING TO AUST.

LIGHT HORSE, CAMEL CORPS, AUST.

FLYING CORPS & WW1 NURSES.

AGRICULTURE + SPORTING MEDALS

BEFORE 1930, TROPHIES

VINTAGE WATCHES (before 1980)
OLD POCKET WATCHES & WATCH CHAINS

VINTAGE WRISTWATCHES ANY CONDITION

GENTS OLD OMEGA $100+ needed for Parts

ROLEX, BREITLING, LONGINES, PATEK,

JAEGER, DIVERS,

WATCHMAKERS PARTS & TOOLS,

OLD STOCK & REPAIRS

BADGES
CRICKET + FOOTBALL

UNION BADGES

ARMY BADGES

BUTTON DAY BADGES

OPALS
Opal Specimens Loose + MOUNTED STONES

RINGS, BROOCHES Bangles

COINS & BANK NOTES WANTED
1966 ROUND 50 pieces $5+each

1925 & 1946 AUST PENNIES $20+each

1923 AUST HALF PENNY $500+

$200 GOLD COINS $500+,

Gold Sovereigns $400+, HALF SOVS. $200+

PRE DECIMAL SILVER COINS - FLORINS,

SHILLINGS SIX PENCE, ETC

PROOF SETS + UNCIRCULATED DATE SETS

AUSTRALIAN PRE DECIMAL BANKNOTES &

PAPER MONEY. WORLD BANKNOTES

AUSTRALIAN BANKNOTES WITH STAR OR

ASTERIX AS LAST NUMBER $100+

INTERNMENT CAMP COINS & BANK NOTES

VINTAGE JEWELLERY
MARCASITE AND COSTUME JEWELLERY VINTAGE

RINGS, BROOCHES, ETC. JEWELLERS PARTS AND

OLD STOCK FOR REPAIRS

POSTCARDS & CIGARETTE CARDS BEFORE 1930

CHINESE & RUSSIAN SILVER, ESPECIALLY BOXES

AND ENAMEL ITEMS.

CASH PAID
TRAVELODGE NEWCASTLE
12 Steel Street (corner of King Street)

Monday 13th & Tuesday 14th June
...................................................

MERCURE KOOINDA 
WATERS RESORT
40 Kooinda Boulevarde, Wyong

Wednesday 15th June
...................................................

DIGGERS THE 
ENTRANCE
315 The Entrance Road,

The Entrance 

Thursday 16th June
...................................................

DEE WHY RSL CLUB
(Jackson Room)

Pittwater Road

(Use Clarence Street Car Park & entrance)

Friday 17th & Saturday 18th
...................................................

10am until 3pm
All Locations


